Senior 
send-off 


The Cowboy and 
Sooner seniors played 
their final regular 
season games Saturday 
and helped their teams 
to rousing victories. 
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Private group profits 
from collected fines 
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an administrative role in 
the collection of overdue 
fines, court costs and fees 


itself, an investigation by 
The Oklahoman found. 
The more collected, 


and get payments from 
offenders facing arrest 
over unpaid fines, court 
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BY BEN FELDER | Staff Writer | bfelder@oklahoman.com 


school day, but that was plenty of time for fifth-grade 
teacher Larissa Krusinsky to initiate a group discussion with 

her class over the differences between pilgrims and Puritans. 
Krusinsky quickly divided the room into two groups — girls on 
one side, boys on the other — before setting the white kitchen 


| AWTON — Just six minutes remained before the end of the 


timer she keeps close to her at all times. 
“T live by atimer,” Krusinsky said. 


Maximizing every minute of the day is part of the doctrine 
embraced at Hugh Bish Elementary School in Lawton, a com- 


mitment that helped transform the 337-student school from a F 
to aB on last year’s state report card. 
“The first thought was devastating,” said Krusinsky, 


recalling the moment she learned of the school’s F grade in 

2015. “It was kind of a blow because I had worked hard.” 
Principal Sherry Havron remembers the day she told 

most of the school staff about the F letter grade and the 


look of defeat she saw on the faces of teachers. 


“T told them you need to know we are beginning the 
year as a F school, the only F school in Lawton and 
the only F school in southwest Oklahoma,” Havron 
said. “But I said, ‘You are not F teachers and we do 
not have F students. And I promise you this, we 


will never be an F school again.’” 

Havron had just been hired as the principal at 
Hugh Bish, part of a change in leadership the dis - 
trict made in hopes of setting a new course fol- 
lowing the low grade that eventually brought 
negative media attention to the school. 
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ABOVE: Sherry Havron, Hugh Bish Elementary principal, listens to Damyah Richardson 


read Nov. 2 during one of her daily classroom visits at the school in Lawton. Two 


years ago the school received an F grade. Since then, the school has raised its 


state grade to a B. [PHOTOS BY CHRIS LANDSBERGER, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


BELOW: Bryan Swietek, occupational therapist assistant, works with Isaac 
Cook during a therapy session Nov. 2 at Hugh Bish Elementary in Lawton. 


But even though she didn’t hold any respon- 
sibility for the previous year’s academic perfor- 
mance, Havron said she took the F grade person- 
ally and fought back her own tears when giving 
the news. 

“It’s the system we are judged by,” Havron 
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Gubernatorial candidates vary on raising taxes 


BY BEN FELDER forum at a south Okla- Republican candidates spending as the culprit should be higher than his platform that includes 
Staff Writer homa City library. pitched their ideas to the for Oklahoma’s bud- they already are. tax increases would have 
bfelder@oklahoman.com The couple of dozen room, which was made get woes. In answering a Standing in the back of to be delivered with care 


Ona steamy June after- 
noon, three candidates 
vying for the Republi- 
can nomination in a spe- 
cial state Senate elec- 
tion gathered for a voter 


spectators who showed 
up picked over a spread 
of chicken nuggets and 
lemonade catered by a 
local restaurant before 
taking a seat. 

Over the next hour, the 


up of acore of Republican 
primary voters — mostly 
white, older and fiercely 
anti-tax. 

Rather than a shortage 
of tax revenue, the can- 
didates targeted wasteful 


question from a voter in 
the audience, one can- 
didate hinted at the need 
to “raise revenue,” yet 
never came close to say- 
ing out loud that taxes on 
businesses and residents 


the room was Gary Jones, 
the state auditor and 
inspector, who is running 
in the Republican pri- 
mary for governor. 
Before him was a 
reminder that the part of 


when looking to win 
over some of the state’s 
most conservative voters 
who will help determine 
which Republican wins 
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